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In	a	recent	U.S.	Department	of 	Labor	Bureau	of 	Labor	Statistics	report,	nursing	homes	ranked	3rd	in	terms	of 	industries	with	
the	highest	rate	of 	worker	injury1.	Among	all	industries	with	100,000	or	more	injuries	a	year,	the	nursing	home	worker	injury	









work-related injuries and illnesses2	along	with	a	variety	of 	other	information	about	facility	characteristics,	availability	of 	safety	
equipment,	and	utilization.	Of 	the	950	facilities	contacted,	850	responded	to	the	survey	(a	response	rate	of 	89%).		
The	survey	reported	the	presence	of 	safety	equipment	but	did	not	provide	information	as	to	the	frequency	of 	the	use	of 	this	
equipment	or	the	extent	of 	availability	of 	the	equipment.		This	report	provides	a	description	of 	Ohio	nursing	homes	along	with	
an	exploration	of 	the	factors	that	might	be	associated	with	worker	 injury	rates.	Additional	 investigation	into	the	patterns	of 	
equipment	use	at	facilities	would	be	a	natural	next	step	for	future	study.	
Worker Injuries Defined and Nursing Home Characteristics Measured
The	total	number	of 	injuries3	and	injury	rates	at	each	nursing	home	were	the	primary	outcomes	of 	interest	in	this	analysis.		Other	









Characteristic  Minimum median mean Maximum
											Licensed	beds 12 100 102 427
											Admissions	in	2005	per	licensed	bed 	<	0.1 1.4 1.7 10.8
Number	of 	employees 10 114 127 440
Average	#	of 	hours	per	
employee	per	month
50 127.4 126.9 196.1
What do Ohio Nursing Homes do to Promote Worker Safety?
Facilities	were	also	asked	to	report	which	types	of 	safety	equipment	were	available	(e.g.,	electric	beds,	lift	hoists,	transfer	belts).	













devices,	80%	had	toilet	seats	adjusted	to	the	height	of 	wheelchairs	and	90%	of 	the	homes	had	electric	beds.	Only	7%	of 	facili-
ties	had	ceiling-mounted	lift	hoists.	
Table 2




















Summary of  Selected Ohio Nursing Home Characteristics
 Table 3
Injury Characteristics of  Ohio Nursing Homes
Characteristic Minimum median mean Maximum
                                        Per injury summaries
#	of 	days	of 	job	transfer	or	restriction 0 0.3 0.7 									18.6
#	of 	days	away	from	work 0 0.1 0.4 											7.0
                                        Per facility summaries
Injury	rate* 0 5.7 6.6 									40.0
Missing	at	least	1	day	from	work	rate* 0 1.6 2.3 									23.3
Other	recordable	cases	rate* 0 1.4 2.8 									97.5
Job	transfer	or	restriction	rate* 0 1.7 3.0 							122.1
Other	illnesses	rate* 0 0.0 0.3 									37.5
Injuries	per	2000	working	hours 0 0.1 0.1            0.8
*per	100	workers	per	year;	number	of 	responding	facilities	at	least	584.
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